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Cohesive and Colorful:   
Adding an Accent    
  to a Neutral Kitchen 

Color Paletteextra

How can you add a personal touch to a new-construction 
spec home? Designer Rachel Cannon was tasked with this job for a 2016 
home in a traditional neighborhood development. 

“Our assignment was to take the ‘all-white box’ that’s appealing to 
the average home buyer and turn it into something very special and 
personalized for our clients,” Rachel says. 

Rachel and her clients settled on neutral colors in the kitchen, accenting it 
with a bold purple. Adding another color to the space, Rachel chose several 
orange accessories to bring contrast to the space. 

The standout of this space is the starburst range hood. The idea for Rachel’s 
design came from the client’s own wardrobe. 

“On a trip to Chicago, I found the starbursts in a store. I knew immediately 
that I had to buy them, because my client is never without her diamond 
starburst necklace—it’s her signature piece,” Rachel explains. 

As a result of all her design ideas, Rachel took a “cardboard cutout house” 
and turned it into a space with visual interest that reflects her clients’ own 
personal tastes and interests. 

[LEFT] Rachel added the pendant lights over the sink and island to bring a little 
bit of sparkle to the kitchen. The lights and hardware in the kitchen are silver, 
while the starbursts are gold. The warm tone of the wood beams on the ceiling 
and the floors allows Rachel to mix the warm-toned gold details with the cool-
toned silver hardware in an integrated way.

[LEFT] Purple and orange are both 
secondary colors on the color wheel, and 
they contrast one another well. Paying 
attention to the undertones of a color 
is one way to ensure your colors will 
look cohesive together. “Kalamata” and 
orange both have warm undertones that 
Rachel uses throughout the room to create 
a cohesive look.

[RIGHT] Rachel recommends these paint 
colors for a neutral kitchen with a splash 
of color: “Lamb’s Wool” and “Shoji 
White” from Sherwin Williams and 
“Kalamata” from Benjamin Moore. For 
more information, visit sherwin-williams.
com and benjaminmoore.com. 
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R A C H E L  C A N N O N  I S  B A S E D  I N  B ATO N  R O U G E ,  LO U I S I A N A .  YO U  C A N  S E E 
M O R E  O F  H E R  D E S I G N S  O N  H E R  W E B S I T E :  R A C H E LC A N O N L I M I T E D. C O M 

A N D  O N  I N S TA G R A M :   R C L I N T E R I O R S . 

[ABOVE, LEFT] The purple counter stools were some of the first 
things that Rachel knew she needed for this space. Purple is 
a color the client loves, and it really contrasts with the neutral 
cabinets, walls and countertops of the kitchen. The gold buttons 
on the chairs tie into the gold starbursts on the range hood. 

[ABOVE, RIGHT] The window treatments are mostly neutral, but 
they feature a border of aubergine, thus tying into the purple 
accents in the kitchen and dining room. The ceramic pots and 
the tulips add an orange accent in an impermanent way to 
allow the clients to mix and match different décor elements 
throughout the year.

[LEFT] Rachel felt the range hood was dominating the room and 
wanted to add a layer of interest to it. She chose these gold 
starbursts that she attached to the hood as a surprise for her 
clients—who loved them.
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